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Capuchino High School Alumni Association

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Capuchino High School Alumni Association is to connect the history and
traditions of past generations of alumni with the accomplishments of future graduates towards
maintaining a strong base of support for Capuchino’s vision, goals, and stature in its community.
In pursuit of its mission, the Association strives to provide a forum for interaction and sharing
that fosters growth from our mutual experiences.
OUR HISTORY
The Alumni Association was formed in 2011 at the suggestion of the San Mateo Union High
School District’s Superintendent and former Capuchino Principal, Samuel Johnson, Jr. to support
the school’s fund-raising efforts. It took a while to organize and provide support for all aspects of
the school. The current organizational model includes input from all the booster organizations
and the school’s administration and staff. Everyone is welcome to join the Association. The
Association’s Board works closely with the District and School Board on prioritizing and funding
needed projects.
The Association developed a unique structure that provides an opportunity for all the booster
organizations to come together. Each booster organization has a voting member on the Alumni
Association Board. The board meets a minimum of three times a year. The Association is the
non-profit umbrella for these organizations:
•
•
•

CAPeople (Parent Teacher Organization)
Drama Boosters
Music Boosters

As booster group leaders change, the Association provides an administrative foundation assuring
that liability insurance and accurate tax reporting are provided under one common tax
identification number. This year the Capuchino Mentorship Program made the decision to
change its structure and leave the Alumni Association. The Association is proud to have assisted
the program over the last year and wishes them continued success as a student run organization.
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
•
•
•
•
•
•

President: Michael Salazar
Vice President: Judith Puccini
Secretary: Vicki Olson
Treasurer: Paul Linden
Grants Coordinator: Renee Callantine
Representatives from the member organizations.
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The Year in Review
The Alumni Association was diminished this year with the tragic loss of our strongest advocate
and our hardest working board member. Our Vice President, Judith Puccini, dedicated countless
hours to create the organization we have today. Even in her final weeks of life she meticulously
organized years of records to be handed over so nothing would be lost. On August 5th, 2021, she
passed away peacefully in her home. She left behind treasured memories of her kindness and a
remarkable legacy of service to the community she loved.
Judith Puccini (1942 - 2021)
At the end of this school year, we will be saying goodbye to our Principal, Jesse Boise. During his
time at Capuchino, Mr. Boise was a trusted friend and dedicated partner to the Alumni
Association. We wish Mr. Boise all the best in his next assignment.
Capuchino High School Sports Complex
Construction of a new sports complex is underway at Capuchino High School. The project
involves the construction of new lighted tennis courts, as well as new synthetic turf baseball,
softball and multi-sport fields and sports lighting at all venues. Construction began in June 2021
and is slated to be completed by fall of 2022. The project is budgeted at $21.6 million.
As always, we continue to be grateful to all the volunteers and staff members that work with us
each year to make the Capuchino community the best it can be. Thank you all for your ongoing
support!
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ONGOING PROGRAMS
The Alumni Association supports a few recurring programs including the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Publishing Capuchino’s events and accomplishments.
Advertising and facilitating class reunions and campus tours.
Maintaining the Association website.
Funding scholarships for graduates.
Fundraising and grant solicitation.

The Brick Tile Seating Wall
The operating expenses of the Alumni Association are funded through memberships and the
purchase of brick tiles in the theater courtyard seating wall. The bricks have inscriptions from
many former students, staff, and Capuchino High School’s supporters.

4

Capuchino High School Alumni Association

FINANCIAL POSITION
The Association’s combined funds have remained steady over the past several years. Despite
the impact COVID-19 had on our ability to fundraise, the organization’s financial position
remains strong. In calendar year 2021, we saw donations begin to return to pre-pandemic
levels.
Annual Gross Revenue
Calendar Year 2021

Alumni,
$39,325

Music,
$32,021
Drama,
$7,515

Vasquez,
$4,941

Growth,
$27,029

Cap PTO,
$50,014
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CAPEOPLE PTO
Spring 2021
All in-person activity halted due to pandemic.
Parent Ed events held each month over Zoom.
The PTO provided a scholarship for a senior chosen by the faculty.
The PTO sponsored a large teacher and staff luncheon on graduation day, catered by Nueve.
Fall 2021
PTO meetings continued each month over Zoom.
August 31 - Welcome to new families (in person)
September 25 - Family/Student Campus Beautification Project (in person, focused on area near
Building C, lunch was provided afterwards for all participants)
October 19 - PTO Meeting (in person)
November 9 - Spotlight on world languages department (over Zoom)
December 10 - Staff and Faculty Holiday Breakfast sponsored by the PTO
Growth Fund donations totaling $9,000 given to SSC. Money goes to teacher grants for
classroom materials and resources.
Officers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

President: Alison Fox Mazzola
Community Event Coordinator: Claire Gagas
Treasurer: Linda Tan
Secretary: Kathleen Kane
Hospitality: Kammy Kwong, Dana Facciano
IB Representative: Pamela Gamble
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DRAMA BOOSTERS
2021 started with wonderful news for the Capuchino’s Drama program: In February 2021, some
of our talented Capuchino students participated in a Poetry Out Loud competition for the first
time, winning all three first places at County level, under the guidance of our wonderful Drama
and English teacher, Michelle Lemire.
The year continued with one more Drama performance during distance-learning due to the
pandemic. This time the students opted for a Night of Comedy titled Quarantine Pasquinade in
which they performed homemade comedy one-acts, featuring "10 Ways to Survive in a
Quarantine" and "Help Desk" by Don Zolidis. The premise of this production was showing the
toll taken by the pandemic, and how people were coping with staying at home for so long, in a
humorous way. The performances were pre-recorded, edited, and broadcasted through a
private link on YouTube for one night. The cast and crew of this production blew our minds with
their creativity and hilarity.

Once the students were allowed to be back at school in person, the preparations began for the
play “Around the World in 80 Days”, which was presented at the school theater in October. The
audience was really excited to see the students finally get back on the stage after such a long
wait.
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To close the year, the Capuchino Drama Club presented in December “All Rights Reserved” and
“Off Road!”, two one-acts completely directed and produced by Capuchino students.

Despite all the challenges during the pandemic, the Drama Boosters continued the efforts to
support the Capuchino High School’s Drama Department through fundraising for Senior
Scholarships and other program related expenses. The Drama Boosters also helped with
production & publicity costs and organizing parent volunteer participation.
Officers:
•
•
•

President - Ivon van Mechelen
Treasurer - Maria Salazar
Secretary - Tish Herron
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MUSIC BOOSTERS
Mr. Hsu and the Music Boosters were so happy to welcome students back to in-person to band
camp this fall! We had a great turnout and the kids seemed to adjust well to wearing masks
and playing outside. The students all settled in with their instruments and got to know one
another. The Boosters fed the students each day and we even had several alumni come back to
help serve food and play music with the students. They ended the week with Community Skits
where students team up to perform fun skits for each other. Mr. Hsu also arranged for the
section leaders to attend a conference with Scott Lange who is a motivational, leadership
speaker. The section leaders started the year ready to lead their students!
We had a few fundraisers this year with one or two more still on the way. We had a fundraiser
in December, courtesy of Nueve Mexican Bar & Grill which helped both the Music Department
& a local business during these tough times. The turnout was incredible with the donation
being more than any other school has made in the past, per Nueve’s Owners. The Boosters
arranged raffle baskets at the Winter Concert which were beautiful. We also had a parent and
local teacher connect us with See’s Candy to do an all-virtual fundraiser which turned out to be
extremely easy and profitable.
Our first season back to in person marching competitions was both challenging and
rewarding. The kids really stepped up and bore with the Boosters as we navigated sizing of
uniforms, shoes, and hats. It was quite challenging but so many seniors (who were sophomores
the last time we marched) stepped up this year much to the gratitude of the boosters. With a
new band director and so many students having only 1 or 2 years of in person marching
experience, it was a challenge to keep everything running smoothly when so many were
unaware of the expectations. The Marching Band and Guard did place at several events and
overall had an amazing ‘welcome back’ season! In the midst of marching season, the band and
guard also performed as a Pep Band at the home football games.
What a great turnout we had at the Winter Concert as well! The Boosters did not anticipate the
amount of ticket and food sales we would have. We were pleasantly surprised and pleased!
Each and every musician performed amazingly to a packed house! Performances ranged from
choir to orchestra, marches to symphonies. The raffle put on by the boosters was also a
success. The concert was enjoyed by all!
The Orchestra Program has had a great year so far. The String Orchestra (9th grade) welcomed
incoming 9th graders from Parkside Intermediate (and some other middle schools). The
Chamber Orchestra (10th-12th) welcomed the return to in-person instruction and the
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opportunity to play music with their friends. Both orchestras performed wonderfully at the
Winter Concert, and the Chamber Orchestra also traveled down to the South Bay to perform
and participate in the Homestead High School Orchestra Festival.
The students who make up the choir are a dedicated group who share a passion for
music. Their singing performances are always beautiful and often incorporate songs from other
cultures and languages as well as hand movements. We are lucky to be able to feature them in
our yearly concerts. In addition to the Winter and Spring concerts, the choir was able to deliver
their famed Singing Valentine Grams in person this year! Many of the individual students in the
choir also got to showcase individual talents at Capuchino’s first ever Pops Concert this past
March.
The Capuchino Winter Guard, who has also been on hiatus for 2 years, was joined by The
Capuchino Percussion in their inaugural season. The Guard and Percussion persevered with
new members, new leaders, and new instructors. They have spent countless hours at the
school preparing for this season. They have traveled to several different schools in the bay area
and proved that they are an up-and-coming team who aims to do their best.
Most recently we have a POPS concert which is a less formal event than our typical Spring and
Winter concerts. For this concert, students were able to create small duos, trios or bands or
even perform solos. There was a large turnout for auditions to be able to partake in this
event. Tickets were sold at the door for the event, and we still had an impressive turnout. So
many students chose to solo or display their musical talents. The newly formed jazz band was
also able to perform along with the Winter Percussion and Guard. It was a relaxed evening
filled with fun music.
We are so impressed with all our students have achieved this year, particularly after such a
long, difficult two years. We can see the potential in not only the students but in the program
itself and look forward to increasing the size and skill of the entire music department.
Officers:
•
•
•
•
•

President: Jennifer Gomez
Vice President: Stacey Aviles
Secretaries: Raizan Ho & Melody Bradley
Treasurer: Paul Linden
Music Director: Johnathan Hsu
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